294        MONGOL EXPEDITIONS TO THE WEST.
In the year 1224 Chinghiz started on his homeward route, and in the spring of 1225 reached his native land, after an absence of seven years,
2, EXPEDITION" OF THE MONGOL GENERALS SUBUTAI AND CHEBB TO WESTERN PERSIA AND THE REGIONS OF THE CAUCASUS, AD. 1220-24
I may again commence with the records of the Mohammedan authors (d'Ohsson, i. 324, 444 seqq). We have seen that in 1220 Chinghiz had sent out two corps under the command of Subutai and Chehe in pursuit of Mohammed Shah. They ravaged Irak Adjem and Mazanderan, and after the miserable end of Mohammed they continued to carry fire and slaughter over Persia. The cities of Rayi) Rum, Hamadan, Kazvin, and Zendjan were sacked. The two generals then advanced on Tebriz, the capital of Azerbaijan, which province was ruled by the Atabeg Huxley, a Turkish prince. He bought off the Mongols by rich presents, who then evacuated Azerbaidjan and wintered in the plain of Moyan, on the shore of the Caspian Sea. In the beginning of the year 1221 they advanced into Georgia nearly as far as Fiflis, and defeated the Georgian army. After this they returned to Tebriz, levied a second contribution upon that city, and then attacked Meraga. Meanwhile the inhabitants of ffamadan had killed the Mongol governor placed there; whereupon the Mongol army proceeded to that city, which was taken and destroyed. Returning to the north, the Mongols captured Erdebil, and appeared for the third time at Tebriz. Euz-beg fled to NaJcTishcvan, and Tebriz again paid ransom. After this the Mongol host was directed against Georgia, and an army of 30,000 Georgians was destroyed. Having ravaged the latter country, the Mongols turned upon Shir-van, and captured its capital, ShamaTcJia. Eashid Shah of Shirvan had taken refuge in the citadel of Derbend. The